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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Gentlemen may continue to dire& their Letters, 
to Mr. Fage’s, a Turner, in Play-hon/e-yard, near the 
Thiftia and Grown in Black-friers. 
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LETTER XLVI. 
To the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Richard Bithop of Peterborough. 
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ARGU MENT. 


The late Infolence of the Deitts and Socinians occafton of ts Let- 
ter. What their objections can amount to 2 That their pre- 
judices are greater and ftronger than thefe they lay wpon us. 
Why their reafons are dazling> Aw inflance of their contra- 
dictions in the natural Immortality of Adam, deny'd by So- 
cinus and his Followers. This Immortality prov'd ly the /1. 
Writ. That it was phyfically pofible. That Fifhes are natu- 
rally immortal, and why they are fo? Carps 200 years old. 
Lihat neither the bulk of Fifhes, nor the time of their growth 
are determin'd. Why that of other Animals is fo? Applica- 
tion of thefe Arguments to our Innocent Parents, That no 
unhappy accidents had befallen them, [Tow the Diffipations of 
their Body had been prevented or repaid: How they had 
been curd of Wounds: Of the Tree of Life, of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Conclafion . Not to fuffer our 
felves to be impos'd upon by the bluftering meife of the Soci 
nians ; but to fufpend our judgment in wore abjtrafe and im- 
portant matters. 
My Lord, 
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Legibus Nature, was fo compleat, that they ovght to have condemned 
the:nfelves to an eternal filence.if chey were any ways fenfible either 
of Reafon orShame ; ver thofe obftinate edverfaries of God andMan.- 
kind will never be quiets witne’S their late piece of impudence, in 
fencing impious Pamphlets co feveral Members of the Honourable 
Houle of Commons. 

And therefore, fince thofe publick difturbers do nothing elfe but 
repeat Exceptions that have been confuted a thoufand times, we 
might, methinks, do for our caufe as much as they do for theirs; 
efpecially fceing chat our Docirin, tho it were precarious, aims at the 


wl 


good cf the Commonwealth,in raifing mans expectations,and infpiring 
his Sou} with a noble generofity. But where is the Atheilt or Liber- 
tine that can fay or at leaft prove, that his Objeciions have more 
probability chan the Arguments of our Divines. All what their dif- 
ficulti¢s can amount to, is to convince us of our ignorance, and that 
Gods thoughts are not our thoughts, nor his ways our ways. Ha. Lv. 8. 

[have often wondered why the generality of men, who are not 
other ife fo far corrupted and blinded as to hate God and thein- 
felves immediately, fhould admire prophane wiiters fo much, as ex- 
ceedingly ro commend their Parts, Knowledge and Ingenuity, even 
vhen they do not approve of their Reafons. 

I know what iscommonly faid, that the Paffions and Pleafares of 
this life leadAcheifts aftray,and hinder them from feeling te ftrenerh 
of cur demonttrations or aflenting to them, but this they retort a- 
prinft us, aflerting chat ic is felf-irere(t which keeps us in cur Opi- 
nions, without any fhew of Reafon, becaufe we would be gone if 
Religionwere undone. But this is not exactly true, for we could be 
Lawyers, Phyficians, Warriers, Merchants, Tradefmen, ec. fince 
uigenious men can do every thing to which they are brought up. [er 
is not fo with them, for if there be a God, aProvidence, cr if the 
Chriftion Religion be true, they muft needs be punifhed according 
ro their deferts, and the moft feverely of all men, as being the moft 
infolent. However let us lay prejudices afide, and conficer things 
as tho we were not concerned in them. 

Thofe that teach the Chriftian Religion or undertake to defend ir, 
mu(t lead an unreproachable life, if they pretend co have any iuccef:, 
Lo.cgine into efleem, and to be rewarded in another life, according 
co their Doctrine. But Atheifts by their Principles, or rather by 
thelr rejecting all Principles, can have no fuch hopes, and what ever 
they need to care for, isto keep themfelves fecure from the Civil Law 
anc) Temporal Magiftrate. And who is fo little acquainted — the 
paflions, 
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paffions, prejudices and conftitutions of men, asto deny that this falfe 
fecurity iS a great encouragement to a {pirit of contradiction. 

Bac ic will be faid chat chere are good and pious men, who find 
however the objections of the Atheits too trong for them, and are 
fomecimes dazied by their glimmering light 5 | grant ic: bur this 
will not appear ftrange to thofe chat thall arrentively confider the 
ollowing Reafons. ©. The contefted Doétrins are high and Me- 
taphyfica! notions depending upon feveral principles, without which 
they cannot be proved. There is noshing more certain than chic 
the three Angles of every Triangle are equal to two right Angles, 
and that che {quare of the bafis of aright angled Triangle is equal to 
the {quares of che two other fides. But I know not how thele two 
Theorems can be demonttratedy to cne who does not underftand 
the properties of parallel lines aor che proportion of Angles. Thus 
the Myftery of the Holy Trinity depends upon a deep knowlede of 
che Arcribures of God, the fin of man and che neceffity of a fatisfacti- 
ons and therefore ‘tis abfurd for one that has but confus’d rotions of 
hott preliminary truths, to precend, thae he fhould underftand a de. 
monftration of the poMibilicy of that fublime doétrin. 2. Men are 
commonly both lazy and prouc. Tho we can cemonftrate the ufe 
of Marhematicks for the improvement of all Arts and Sciences, yet 
we meet every day with ignorant people, who defpiling what cheir 
weak and narrow capacity cannot reach to, cry down thele ufeful {pe- 
culations as a needlefs and unferviceable ftudy. No wonder there- 
fore if chey haveno more refpeét for thofe abftraéted trurhs, from 
which our Myfteries are deduced. 3. The Atheifts, Deifts, and moit 
of the Hereticks, who attack the fundamental Articles of our Faith, 
lay down few or no principies,fo chat the moft piercing wits amongft 
us are at a lofs how to find contradictions in their tenets, they being 
foverizble. 4. All their fyftems confift in objeStions, which they 
raife ageinft abftrufe and complicate Propofitions.chat the Vulgar will 
never be able to comprehend, becaufe they require fach an abiirac:- 
ednefs of thoughts, fuch an exquifite application, fuch a great deal 
of Learning, and flow from fo many antecedent truths, thet the edu- 
cation and imployments of fome, and the pailions and prejudices o! 
others, cannot allow them to make an imparti2! and gtrentive enqui- 
ry into fach high matters. 5. Thofe Difficulties they propofe ina 
(cornfs! and jeering way, chat is very taking with mean capacitizs, 
ona fudden extorts 4 contufed affent, prints them uponthetr memo- 
ry. and caakes them imitate che impious obiects of their admiration 
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Difcit enim citius, meminitque libentius ilud 
Lluod quis deviaes, quam quoa probat © veneratur, Horat. 


I could add feveral other reafons, efpecially in reference to the sv. 
cinians, the moft dangerous enemies Chriftianity has at this time, as 
their turning inco Meraphors, Hyperboles, and other figurative ex- 
preflions, moft {imple and literal pafliges of the Holy Wri, their 
excepting againft many others, becaufe they have been maimed or 
corrupted by the Ancient Hereticks. But I defign this Letter to give 
a fenlible Specimen of their contradictions, that I may in fome man- 
ner undeceive the publick of the good opinion they have too lighily. 
conceived of them. 

Your Lordibip knows chat it isan univerfal Tenet amongft the 
pretended Vnitarians, that the future Rewards and Punitiments have 
been firft revealed in the Gofpe]. But it is withal an opinion of So. 
cinus, Which is no lefs generally received amongft his Difciples, thae 
our firft Parents were not naturally immortal, and chat chey would 
have dyed, or their body been diflolved, unlefs God had kept them. 
alive by a f{pecial Grace. How this can agree with thefe formal paf- 
{ages, Genefis it. 17, Romy. 12. I leave every impartial Reader to 
judge. But Lain fure they cannot fuppofe thac Death, with which 
God threatens 4dam, and which is faid to have extred into the World 
by the fin of one man, tobe the puniinments of Hell; fince no fuch 
thing was known according to them, before the coming of the Ad- 
fiab. They mutt then have recourfe to their weak reafonings. their 
laft and ufual fubtetfuges, and fay that tho the body of Adam was 
frail and mortal, as well as ours, yet God Almighty would miracu- 
loufly have preferved him from death, if he had perfifed in his in- 
tegrity, in fome fuch manner as was done to Exochand Elijah. This is, 
methinks, the beft fenfe that can be put upon their opinion, which 
after all is inconfiftenc with the words of A#/es and St. Pav/. 1. The 
Sacred Hiftorian mentions no promife of life, but only a threatning 
of death. 2. It appears by the fuccefs that thac threat was not tobe 
immediately fulfilled, fince our firft Parents lived many Ages after 
their fin, and had they been punifhed upon the fpot, there had been 
enend of Mankind, unlefsGod had created a new couple, which 
was not agreeable to his Wifdom and Providence. 3.Tho the Hebrew 
Phrafe employed by Atofes, MVAMN NVA Afoth Thamooth, pou frall ding 
dye, properly fienifies the certainty of the event; yet as often as the 
circumftances will bear ic, it alfo imports that the thing foretold thall 
come on by degrees, be often reiterated and encreafed to a great ex- 
cefs, fee Gen, iii. 16. xvi. 10. Sof: xxiv. 10. 2 Kings iil 23. He deals 
very fubsilly, PRVVOIW" DY Grarom, jagnrim heo, Lays Saul of - 

Via, 
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vid,who had efcaped him many times,1 Sam. xxiii. 22.And therefore 
the fenfe of the paffage in hand is, 30% fhall aye infenfibly, becoming [ub- 
ject to feveral aifeafes that fhall waste and torment you, till Death diffolves 
jour body inte the duft from which it has been formed, Gen. lie 17,18, 19. 

It is plain enough by ithis that Ged had made Adam upright NY 
Falhar, that is trait and well (haved in the literal fenfe, pure and in- 
nocent in the figurative, or found and perfect in body and mind, Ec- 
clef. Vile293 andcontequently that he was not then odnoxious to 
Diftempers and Death. But this will not filence our clamorous Ad- 
verfaries, who {till aflere chatit wasimpoffible, unlefs his body had 
been of a different conftitution from ours, and he had inhabited ano- 
ther world. For,fay they, if there were the fame alterations in Sea- 
fons, Tempeftuous Winds and Rains, exceffive Heat and Cold, 
with their fudden and frequent changes, that there are io this Earth; 
if the body of our firft Parents was made up of tender fibres, hete- 
rogeneous humours, and had the fame Organs with ours; we can de- 
mon{trate by Phyfical and Anatomical Reafons, chat they could noe 
be immortal.And if their body and the world were made otherwife, 
then wecannot conceive how fin can have altered their confticution 
{o much, as to bring on a fudden decay, and render their pofterity fo 
weak as ‘tis at this prefent: for death was not immediately inflicted 
on them,after their difobedience,but it proved a natural confequence 
of fin, if ic were not natural before. 

To this I anfwer, 1. That even after their {in our firft Parents 
and many of their pofterity liv’d out feveral Ages, and I have given 
probable reafons of that Longevity in thefeMemoirs,p. 14 and 206. 
To which may be added 2. That as there were not fo many and fo 
deep Caverns and Ho!!ownefles, (4) and Mountains were not fo (i) ies 
high as they are now ; and as there were neither great Lakes, nor or. p. 
Mediterranean Seas, (6) but the Ocean furrounded the Earth on al] 10@ 164, 
ides, fothere could rife no tempeftuous winds, but only {weet and /b) ; 
refreihing gales. 3. For the fame reafons there could fall no ftormy te : hn 
rains, but only a pleafant dew towards the morning, whilft men lay “7” 
quiet in their beds: (c) 4.The San by its prefence or abfence, is not (<) L, 3: 
the immediate caufe of exceffive heat and cold, but they are winds, p.251,252, 
fogs and mifts that render the weather fo unconftaat, and the air fo *53- 
unwholfomes fo that the sky being always pure, the weather muft 
be more fetied, and the air more healthful than itis nov. 5. The 
Sea furrounding the Earth, there could be no Inhabitants beyond 
60 degrees North and South Latitude, and they neeced not go fo 
far in many ages, becaufe had menremained immortal, they wou!'d 
not have multiplyed fo faft. Z/hull greatly multiply thy wee? ay, 
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Veheronec, and thy conception or Child-bearixg, was the principal curfe 
laid upon the woman. 6. Several caufes now concur tomeke men 
fo fh <2 liv’d as they are, as the weak principles from which they 
are {.raVd, the corrupted foed they ufe, the uncertainty of wea- 
the:, theirintemperance, exceffive paias, troubles and pafitors: a} 
V.aich were not to be found in cur innocent Parents. 7. Wor- 
withftending there is fill, even now adays, fuch a ftrange dif rence 
in the conftitution of men, as will confound the beft Phyficiin and 
Anatomi#. Every one knows the ftory of old Parr, who was, as 
) aniinformed, +43 years of age whenhe was brought to kin 
Fames to and had jiv’d uncer ten Kings.And I have my {elf {fpoken, ae 
(a)Atown Mol (2) in 1684, with a man thac muft chen be about 1¢0 years 
ne of ke ald, for be remembred the barrleof Prince Afcurice again{t the 
Seyen Le atch Dake Albert in 1597. aod the Sieges of Offend and S/sice, in 
nited Pro- the lait of which he had ferv’d. He hag ftill a good memory, cou'd 
vince. talk and walk prercy freely, and liv’d yet 3 o1 4 years after.8 How 
weak foever men are, there are ftill initances of an incredible 
{trength. The Yandows perfecuced in 1656, were, next God, chiefly 
re-inftared in their Country, 5y the courage and valour of one 
Captain Jaxavel, whom feveral of my acquaintance have feen in Ge 
neve, being then about fourfcore, and fo ftrong, thar he would have 
 _. _ dath’d a vigorous young man to pieces by feizing him on the middle 
@) “oR Of bis body: and there is yet Jiving a worthy Gentleman (é) in 
OW” Whitehall, who has ferved feveral Kings, of whofe ftrength I have 
heard very furprizing relations, not to mention others fet down in 
feveral Hiftories. 9. It cannot be denied, but chat God can form a 
body, whofe diffipations and reparations fhall be proportionable to 
each other, let che firft be never fo great. This is fenfible even to 
the Eye, in the Sun, Stars and Planets, which emit perpetual exha- 
lations, and yet are never exhaufted. © The Sun is feen through a 
good Telefcope as a burning Furnace, a difhipation than which none 
can be conceiv'd greater 5 however it hasalready burnt 5 or 6 thou- 
fand years, and perhaps more, without any interruption or fenfible 
decay. 10. if it be objected, thae tho this can be true of bodies 
of fuch a firm texture as the celeftial orbs, yet it’s not applicable to 
animals, becaufe of the variablenefs of their confticution, and the 
extraordinary veudernef$ and complication of their Organs. J an- 
iwer, without centring into a phyfical difcuffion, that experience de- 
‘toys that objection ; for even now one half almoit of theliving 
creatuces are nature'iy immortal,.oz. whatever breeds and lives 
within the Seaand c ep Rivers. Every one knows that property of 
water tocat up dead bodies; however ‘tis not ufual co meet with 
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dead Fifhes (wimming upon the top of the water, or if one chance 
tomeet with any, lec him but open and examine it, and he wil! find 
thatic came to its end by fomeaccident, as by poiion, by a wound, 
the {wallowing of a hook, and-the like. And it muftneeds be by 
fome violent or precernatural caufes that Fithes come to dyz, fince 
there are (o many of them, and we meet fo feldom with cheir dead 
bodies, tho we are much converfanc upon Sea and Rivers. 

It muft not be oojected that asFifhes eat one another when living, 
they alfo devour the bodies of the dead. For 1 know of no fort of 
Fith except Eels, that feed upon carcafles : betides chat they would 
not have time to do it, becaufe that foon afcer an animal has ceafed 
totefpire, his dead body is thrown upon the furface of the water, 
as may beobferved in drowned men. 

If ic be furmized that Fithes are of a different nature from other 
animals, and that cheir body being heavier than the water falls 1 ches. 
bottom of it, when they are dead, I anfwer that this Allegation Js 
groundleis and contrary co experience; for if you poifon or intoxi- 
cate a Pond, or the fides of a River, with a certain Drug called by 
my Countrymes Coques as many Fithes, as fhall eat of ic thal! fall 
into a fivoon, and lye as dead upon their backs on the furface of the 
water. : 

But will it be faid, if ir were fo, the number of Fifhes would pro- 
digioufly increafe, becauie fome of then are extraordinary fru'rfa!: 
They are fo indeed,however ic mult be confidered chae Pithes devou: 
each other, and have nothing elfe co live upon, befides fome fu:! 
folid particles intermixed with the water; to wuich mult be added 
the vaft numbers thet are caught and detroyed by men. And fith- 
ing would perhaps utterly defroy them ia feveral places, were all 
forts of men allowed to fil, at all times and feafons of the year. 

Inthe mean while fuch Fishes as can efcape the Nets, or the pur- 
fuic of che other Inhabitants « f the moitt Elements, grow toa prodi- 
gious and indeterminate bulk. At Alayderberg ta Holland, 1 have 
been prefene at.the fifhing of a Pike that was near s foor long and 
proportionably big, and there are {omecimes caught Perches of 2 or 
3 foot. I have feen at Gexeve Trouts of 20 or 30 pound, and am 
credibly informed that there bave been fithed fuch as weighed socr 
60 pound, and were above 5 foot jong. Now if we obferve thar 
thofe Fithes ufe not to be very large in other places, and that fuch 
monftrous‘ones are not very common even in thofe Countries, we 
will be apt to infer that the reafoa, why they fo vaftly exceed the 
others in bulk,is chat they had thitherto the bappinefs of avoiding the 
Nets of men,and of overcoming and feeding uponsheir poe his 
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conjecture may be confirm’d by living inftances 3 for at Charity, a | 





























Caftle belonging tothe Princes of Conde, firuated near the River 
Ovfe, 12 leagues North of Parzs, there are Carps in a Pond, which 
are credibly reported to be 200 years old. For they are known 
from all others, by their exceeding beaury, the fcales of their baci: 
being yellow and glittering, as tho chey were gilded; and therefore 
no Fithes that can deftroy them are fuffered to abide there, and they 
are carefully fed, by which meins they are grown extracrdinary 
bulky and large. | 

Perhaps ic wil! be ure’d thar chofe large Fithes aremonttrous pro. | 
cuctions, of which no good rezfon can be given, becaufe mof} of 
our Fifhes, as Herrings, Maekere!s, TVurbots, ec. are of an ap. 
proaching fizee Bue firft the mattsr of fact is nor exactly true, for 
thereis a greater difference detwisc the fize even of thofe Fithes, 
than betwixt thac of any Animals on earth, of the fame kind. 
and bora inthe (ame Country. Secondly, Herrings, Mackerels, ec, 
are caught in their proper feafons, fo that they feem to be of the 
fameage; for’cis probable chac thofe chat elcape the Nets at thac 
time do not return to the fame places, but are either devoured by 
their Enemies, or remain with greater Fithes of their kind. Third- =} 
ly, There is none, for ought 1 know, who can certainly tell the | 
years of a Fith by its bulk, and therefore none allo can determine at 
what age they ceafe to grow, how loig they remain in a ftace of 
confiftency, nor when they begin to decay. 

But after all, | confefs that this wou'd only prove that the diftem- 
pers, age and manner of death of Fifhes are unknown tous, if there 
could be given probable reafons of their decay, even when theyre- | 
main unditturbed in their Element. lLet’s then fee whether the | 
caufes that haften che death of cerreftrial Animals, might not fhort- 
en the life of the Aquarick. 

In irrational Creacures, that ave not fubject to our paffions and for- 
rows, the moft general and natural caufes of death are, as farasI — ; 
can perceive , innate diftempers, or weak and corrupted princip!es 
of life, the alrerations of the air, hunger and thirft, furfeit of food, 
wearinefs and decay of nature. | 

As tothe frit, fuch Fithes as live in great and deep waters cannct— | 
be fubject to it, for they are born of found parents. Astothefe- | 
cond, I:’s plain they cannot be fenfible of winds andrain. Weof- | 
cen fee them in the hotrelt days diverting themfelves in the Sua- thine, | 
but they may plunge themfelves, whenever they pleaieinto the ccep, 
as they allio do in a greit cold, fo that the freezing of the fuperticies 
of the water can bring chem no incenveniency. As to the third, 
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Water is their ordinary meat and dvink; and tho they cannot in- 

creafe to a confiderable bulk,’ when they meet with no,prey, and 
great Fifhes ufe then to grow lean; yet they can be very jong WW ithout 
it. 4. Doneftick Animals that ufe our fophificated foad are apt 
(0. fur feic he elves, bur ’tis not f with the wild, at le: ft inftances 
oF it are exre. ‘ly rare. However [ceny not, bus chat all lores of 
Animais can be « deluded and poiford by men, oniy l odferve, that 
fuch a secients ougnt to be reckoned amonelt thie violent c eaths. §. 

Pilhes em at firtt to be anil lt iable to wearine(s, fince they are fo 
often purfaing and i flying fr n each other But th 9 purtuit, flight, ex- 
crihve ado Ui’, and other vic aie exerciles may end. anger the life of 
rerreft:ial animals, by opening their pores exceeding!) ly, and Keavig 
their render and agitated fibres exposd to the injuries of the air 
or by {pending too great a quantity of vital fpirits the t cinact ae 
repaired in time; yetit-is evident thatTifhes c annot be obnoxious te 
the firft of chofe i inconveniencies, nor alfo to the fecond, which i is a 
confequence of the fi irft. For if Fifhes {wim Cwifcer or f {low er W vill 
our any great trouble, if water {till keep che pores of {their body al- 
mo fi inthe fame ftete, it follows that they co not cent ume a 47 

greater quantity of vital {pirits, at one time than at che other. 

“And therefore if Fithes be fubje€t co a natura! death, it o1 nly re 
mains that they fhould come to it by decay of nature. But we have 
already (hewn, that it is very probable they never ce2 ets crow a5 
Io ng as they find abundanceof food. But Animals on earth begin 
tO JeCey y feveral years after they have gotten their perfect ftature, 
and ¢ confeque ntly if Fithes be alivays in a ftate of growth, they can 
never be j in a {tate € of decay. : 

The reafon why other living creatures have their fet time of 
grow this, that their bones, which immediately afrer heir birch are 

as tender as griftics, harden by degrees, and their pores vecominy 
every day clok ‘er, donot admit. fo many nutritious particles, or do 
forcisly withRand the impreffion by which thofe part: es endeavour 
to enlarge them. Then they cannot grow taller,but on ly fa? ter, that is 
the fuperabundant corpufcles of the “blood can Oniy intangle them- 
falves, or ftagnate amongtt the fibres of the flefh, and fwell upthe 
skin, but can never more ftretch forth the bones. Whereas expe- 
rience ceaches us, tha the | bones of moft pait of Pifhes are tender and 
porous, 2lmoft as much as g: iftles, fo chae they can never relitt the 
mein of the nutritious particles, but foft.y yieid to chem, and 

rer themfelves to be ftretch’d out and increas’d. 

whet now apply this iaftance to our innocear Parents, . Ps i- 
ons and troulles are the effects of in, from which they were free. 

Ff f 2. Innate 
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2, Innate cifte rpers or weak principles of life they could not have, 
being form’d by the Almighty'sown hand. 3. As tothe alterations 
of the air, we know that ftrong Souldiers and Country-men care 
but litele for them; and befides che priviledge of being not fubjee 
to tempeftuous rains and winds, nor to thick clouds and mifts, God 
had plac’d Adam in Adefopotamia, a moft {weet and temperate climate, 
about 35 or 36 degrees North-Latitude, where the Sun fhines 9 or 
to hours in the fhorteft days, and but 14 or 15 «in the Jongeft, 
4. Hunger and thirft chey were not like to fuffer, for per fe dabat 
omnia Tellus, the Earth brought forth whatever they defird of its 
own accord : which is nota bare invention of the Poets, fince God 
himfelf faid, Becau/e thou haft hearkened Curfed be the ground for 
thy fake in thy forrow fhall thon eat of it all the days of thy life, Genef, iii. 
17, 5. Neither is it probable, had Adam and Eve withftood the 
remptation of eating of the forbidden fruit they would ever have 
furfeited themfelves with other meat or drink. 6. And fince the 
Earth had then been fo fruitful as to produce excellent fruits without 
any great culture: 








a - Ipfa que Tellus 
- Omnia liberius nullo pofcente ferebat. Virgil. 





Since in the ftate of innocence men would have been of a very ftrong 
conftitution, and free from Tyranny, Ambition and Coveroufnes ; 
it is but reafonable to infer that they would never have been fenfi-. 
ble of wearinefs. 

I fhould now pafs to the decay of Nature, the Jaft and weightieft 
objection of al], bat becaufe it might be furmiz’d, that Innocent 
men may be kill’d by accident, I will alfo fay fomething to that 
difficulty. By what accident? Not by the Sword of other men; 
for Quarrels, Murthers and Wars do not agree with the ftate of 
Innocence. 


Non gales, non enjis, evant, fine militis ufi 
Mollia fecura peragebant otia Gentes, Ovid, 


Not by Venom or Wild Beafts : For thefe feem to be an efleQof 
the curfe of the Earth. 


Ile malum virus ferpentibus addidit atris. 
Pradarique Lupos puffit, Virgil. 


But 
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But Adam might fall and break his neck. _I grant he svas.not in- 
vulnerable. But I may anfwer chat the Divine Providence, which 
takes care of fo many finners, would not.have forgotten.an innocent 
man. Befides that, [ have another folution at hand,. chat. wvill ake 
confute the laft objection concerning the decay of Nature. [could 
never aflent. co the fubrle reafons of fome Divines, who transform 
the two famous Trees, the Tree of Life, and the Tree of Kuowledge of 
Good. and Evil, into two Sacraments; the latter elpecially would 
have been fuch another as Marriage isto the Priefts in the Rom. 
Church; _befides chat Sacraments are tokens of grace infticuted by 
God to aflure Sinners of his mercy. I rather conceive that thofe two 
Trees had areal and incriafecal virtue fignified by their names, 2x. 
the Tree of Life, the virtue of repairing the vital {pirits, and keeping 
the body in a juft cemper and proportion. It’s fruits were very abun- 
dant and might have-fofhe’d fora coafiderable number of men, as 
we may conjecture it by che ailufion of S. Zohn, for it bronghe forse 
twelve Harvefts of fruits, oxe every month (a) wotty nagwous Sd Sena, x2- (a) Rewl. 
Ta pire tive tease; Sted tS oud ry xagréy aves, And if men had increas’d xx :. 
in che {tate of Innocence, it was eafie for them to propagate, fow 
and plant ie in other places. So thatthe objection a late Author 
raifes concerning the ufe of this Tree, in cafe men had perfilted in 
their integrity, is very fimple and childith. 
S. ‘Foha adds another remarkable circumftance,viz. that the Leave: 
of that Tree are deftin’d tothe health of the Nations.And asl am notal- 
together unacquainted with the admirable virtue of fome Herbs, as 
the Dittany, the Cox/alida, &c. for the curing of wounds, [imagine 
that che Leaves of the Tree of Life had that property in a tranicen- 
dent manner, far above allthe Plants, which the skill and induftry 
of Phyficians, Herbarifts and Travellers have hitherto difcover'd : 
To theend that if in the ordinary courfe of Providence, Innocent 
men fhould chance to fail or co wound themfelves, they might find 
a prefeat Remedy. 
i was confirm’d in my conjecture by two confiderations, the firft 
is, that in explaining the Words of God, and thofe of men, infpird 
or Gireéted by his H. Ghoft, I could-nor puta too large, {trong and 
venérab'e fenfe upon their meaning: For in a wife mans Writings 
metaphors and allufions are altveys grounded upon proper expreffi- 
ons 2nd real Truchs. And therefore che method of the Scctaians is 
not only undecent, but alfo worthy of the execration of every pious 
Son's far by their rarning che energick rerms and phrafes of the H. 
~ Writers, which deftroy their wea reafonings, into Hyperbeies, 
they indace them fpeaking, not lixe modelt and underftanding per- 
FF 3 fons, 








(b) See 


Dan. xii. 


TO. 
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fons, who give more to underftand than they exprefs in commion 


words (4)%° but as‘proud-and nonfenfical Braggadochios, on whole’ 


fayings no ftate can be mide. 


_ The fecond confideration is, that immediately after the fin of our 


firft Parents, God banifh’d them from the Terreftrial Paradice, /ef, 
fays he, Alan leing now become as one of ws, knowing good and evil, he 


fhould alfo take of the Tree cf Life, eat of it and live for ever. Genef. iii. 


22,23. I grant that thefe words are commonly look’d upon as an 
Irony 3 but Lam not prone to afcribe fuch figures to God, efpecially 
when he fp2aks in fuch a folemn mannet,-as a contultacion of the H. 


Trinity,or of cheMefiiah with the Chief Angels about his Throne} 


rather take ’em in an earneft and proper fenfe, or as fignifying that 
the fruics and leaves of that Tree had really the virtue of procuring 
Immortality. 

Sut what were then the qualities of the Zree of Knowledge of good 
and evil? | anfwer, the very fame that are expreft by its name. 
Adam innocent had fenfations of gocd and pleafure, but no Idea of 
them, becaufe he never felt evil and pain before his fin. We have 
juft and adequate notions of pain and pleafure in general: We can fay 
pain. is whavever afflicts the Soul, and makes it pine and languifh : 
cleafure is that which enlivens ic, makes its thoughts quicker, and 
its faculties readier: bur we have no juft Ideas of particular pains 
re sleafures, becaufe they are not exactly oppofite one to ano- 
ther. 

What then, will it be ask’d, had the forbidden fruit fo much 
power as torender the immortal Adam fabject to diftempers. and 
death? Yes. And that is not more difficult to conceive, chan that 
2 hook remaining in the ftomach of our fuppos’d immortal Fifhes, 
fhould caufe an Ulcer there, and Death afterwards. There are fe- 
vers] ways toexplain this, but the moft conformable, in my opini- 
on, to the Sacred Text is, that this Fruit was exceedingly fhivering 
ond aguifh, as ure the juices of feveral Fruits and Plants, of the 
Mandrake, Wild Cucumber, Hemlock, Poppy. ‘This appears by 
the-eficG it producd cn the body of our firft Parents; for they 
were vrefentiy fenfible of their nakednefs, becaufe they began to 
cembie ond feel the fharpnefs of cold. Gene/.iii. 7. There isa Tree 
in the Iron Jlard, ene of the Cavaries, which is always cover'd with 
amit. Whether the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil had the pro- 
verty of drawing the unwholefom exhalations of the air, and the 
noxious juices of the Earth,and was planted over againft the Tree of 
Life For thar purpofe, [leave it to the confideration of the Ingenious 
Reader. This conjecture at leaft is more probable chan tr 

Cbil; 


ae eres 9. 
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Hides, who, as tho he had refolv'dto turn Goodnefs it {cif into as 
ereata Tyrant as he endeavours: to make Princes, pretends thac- 
God made this Tree and forbad the ufe of it, forno other end than 
to (hew his abfolure powery and the depengeney-of man 5 and char 
. Trait had no other‘ dangerous quality than that of being for- 
SHIGER. ._ am 

But ’tis time I fhould make an end of rhis long Letter, which I 
(iall do by this obfervation,. that fince ic appears by chis fhore dif- 
fertation, that the Socivians are oft milteken in cheir-fair. pretences 
to reafon, and that the over- great admiration fome people have foy 
them proceeds only from thei ignorance 5. they-ough:—at—lealt-eo 
fufpend their judgment in our controverfies concerning the my lteries 
of che ever Biefled Trinity, Incarnation and: Satisfaction, whofe 
knowledge is complicated with the [dea of the infinite, and depends 
upon fo many high and metaphytical notions ;."and therefore - they 
onght to leave the decifion of the whole to the Holy Scripture:And 
as tothe modes, or the farther explication. of thofe: DoGins, at, is 
but resfonable they fhould affcnr.to. the determinarions.of.the Uni- 
verfal Church. For ‘tis more likely that a few Socinians (hould be 
proud and {elf conceited men, than that fo many Divines and Per- 
fons of Piety and Letters, as have liv’d from the middle of ‘the 2d 
Century'to this time, fhould be proud and nonfenfical. Fools. In 
vain do they alledge the Apolkaly. of the Rowan Church: Bor Tran- 
fubftantistion isnor elder than the tenth Century, and none of. the 
otuer fuperflitions ancienter- chan the fifch age, or the middie of the 
fourth. Add to this tharthey have flipt into the Chuich by -de- 
grees, uring the times of barbarity and ignorance, never been rhe 
carreat Doétrin of the Church, but met with great oppofitions,‘ and 
heen'turn’d'into Articles of faichonly by the latter Councils of ‘the 
Popes.To this Ffhalladd another sonfideratidi, hich is of great force 
with me, who-am certain of its truth, 27x. chat Popery owes: its 
ftanding in this learned-age, partly to our {candalous divifions, of 
which the Politicks of. that Communion take hold to defame us 
among? she valgar,,and partly to our fyfpicions of the new. Con- 
verts, and our uncharitablenefs cowards them. : | 

Decemh. 2 . 


L. E.-T- 


~ wwe 
» 
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LETTER XLVUL~ 


To the Right Reverend Father in God> 
Thomas Lord Bifhop of Lizcoln. 





Occafton, Subject and Method of this Letter. Definitions of 
Fore-knowledge, Liberty, Contingency aud Neceffity. Axis 
oms aud Poftulates : Obfervations on them. That there are 
no contingent things properly fo called. That neither the De.- 
termination of future things, nor the Fore-knowledge cf God 
do deftroy Human Liberty. Diftintlion betwixt conftrain d, 
neceffary aud determind, free, indifferent. and canfelefs, Coe 
roflaries. 1. That Liberty does not confift in an indifferency 
roaction. 2. That it’s a property of Rational Creatures in 
their ftate of Tryal, and by uo means applicable to God. 
3. That it's capable of increafe and decreafe. 4. What fort 
of men are freer? 5.FZow far Liberty can be improv'd? 6. That 
it does not hinder the ef2ts of God's Decrees, nor of his 
Fore-kuowledge, 7. That tho the actions of men are deter- 
mind, yet they are not neceffary. Objeétions anfwer'd by 
this Elypothefis, that the world is immediately govern'd by 
the Mefliah, as united to, and directed bythe Infinite Wife 
dom, the xd Perfo of the 11. Trinity, Confequences of this 
Hypothefis. Proofs of it by the H.Writ. Who was the 
a of the Lord > Why the affections of men are afcril’d 
to God ? 


My Lord, 
A S there is hardly any Foréigner fled into this Country, efpe- 
eia!'y of my profeffion, oa whom you have not beftowed 
fome 
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fome favour or other ; fo it'is no diftinguifhing charafter for me to 
be indebted to your Lordfhip, for you have put a general obligation 
oa the Commonwealth of Learning by your learned Books, and by 
that choice Library you have ere@ted with fo much expence, care 
ond induftry to promote its advancement. 

Thave had jong fince an opportunity of publifhing this univerf;! 
charity of yours, and difcharging infome manner the particular ob- 
jigations Ihave to your Lordthip, in prefenting you with fome of 
my thoughts about God's Predeftination and Grace, upon which I 
was defied to write by a Perfon of Quality. But I knew that moft 
part of the Divines who live beyond Sea, or who come hither from 
thence, are fo much taken up with thofe controverfies, and even 
prejudicd againft me in this matters; that 1 conceiv'd whatever I 
could fay would not beable to allay theic mutual animofities. Howe 
ever as 1 am not confcious to my felf of prejudice and rafhnefs, and 
niuch lefs of obftinacy and malice as to this point, and am ftill ure’d 
by my friends to declare my felfupon it; I prefume at laft to pre- 
fent your Lordthip, asa moft competent judge, with the following 
difcourfe, concerning the agreement of Gods foreeknowledge and humane 
Liberty, which I have reduc’d into a Geometrical method, that eve- 
ry one may the eafier perceive my miftakes, if there be any. 


Definit Lous: 


1. Fore-knowledge is that perfection of God, by which he knows, 
or is able to know, every thing, whether paft, prefenc or future, 
both as to their being, and manner of being. See Odbfervation 1. 

2. Liberty is that power which I feel in me, of fufpending my 
Judgment, in reference to truth and falfhood, till I be determin’d 
by evidence, or in refpect to good and evil, till 1 be determined by 
the charaéter of Supreme or Infinite. See Propof. 3. and its Corolaries. 

3. Contingency is afcribed tocertain things, of which ‘tis pretended 
that they can either be or not be; but properly it {ignifies no mor€ 
than the uncertainty we are in, as to their being, or manner of be. 
tng. See Propof t. } 

Ae Necefir is ordinarily applied to thofe effects or operations, 
whofe coherence with a natural and conftant caufe we can eafily 
perceive, and thence conclude that they cannot be ctherwife. 


Axioms: 


@. Iris impoffible that a thing be and be not at the fame time. . 
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2, A Senfible Truth, or any thing ot whofe CKNEwCE Fla) conicions 
to my felf, isas much a Truth as any Metaphytical Principle, or Ma- 
the natical Demonftration. See Obfervaticn 2°. 

2. Two Traths cannot be contradictory to, or celtiuGive of cre 


Demaiads. 


s. That | may be allowed to judge of others by my feif, fo far 

«y believe, that their Soul has the dame faculties as mine, and thee 

f chere be any difference, 2s to the «Givity and degices of fuch a 

Power or Faculty, it preceeds from want of exercife, anc not from 
al { 


snv natural defect, thats may be properiy and primarily aicribed ro 
the Creator. [This coes not dettroy what has been aflerted is the 
XVI and XXXVU Letters of thele Avemars concerning the {abor- 
dination of Spirits. For tho an indivicual may be more perfe& the 
another, yet a!] Humére Souls may oil be tuppofed reafonable, and 
being Spirits from om God requires obedience to his Laws, they 
muft neceflarily be 1.J 

2. That all chs “owers or Faculties of the Soul may be improved 


by exerciie, or impaired for want of its See Corollary 3 Propof. 3 


Ohler vations, 

i. | have worded the fir Detnicion thus, That Ged kiows, oF ts 
atle to know every ting, to prevent that obfolete Objection, that the 
kaowledge of little igs asthey cail chem,is unworthy of theGreate 
vee and M jefly of God. | fay God knows thele things virtuchy,and 
comprebeafively, by reafon that ie knows the caufes which produce 
them, and thar he may know chem, if he: pleafle,ditinGh and clearty, 
lothe Grft fenie onr Saviour iays, that all the hairs of our head are 
reckoned, for as much as none of them is brought forth by chance, 
hut chat they are al! produced by natural and neceflary caufes. The 
‘allowing example may be an inftance of the fecond cafe. God vir- 
cuol'y knows the thoaghts of all men, fince he knows what powers 
he has given them, what ufe they havemade of thefe powerss whac 
odjedts will be prefented ro them, andwhat degree of force isin 
thefe objects to ger their confenr, and determine them to action; 
but if he be pleated co infpire this or chat particular thought to any 
man, then it may be faid chat he has.a diftinct knowledge of fuch 
thoughts, and withal of their cautes and eficcts. This diftinétion is 


evounded upon the Holy Writ; which pursa Lenfible difference be- 


CWixt © 
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rwixr the general knowledge God takes of all mankind, and the 
perticular application he makes to the juft; in order to direct, ad- 
vife and proreét them. 

The fecond Axiom, that every truth 2s equally a truth, is as cert2in 
as any firft principle, provided it be underftood of truth in it felf; 
for ic being a Spiritual ching, or chat Eternal relation which ‘is be- 
twixt Objects, ic muft needs be indivifible, and not admit of any 

ffential increafe or cecreafe: but as we fometimes reflec more or 
lefs attentively upon its nature and properties, fo we may fay of fe- 
veral truths compar’d together (tho improperly, and only in refe- 
rence to cur knowledge) that they are more or leis certain. 


The Firft Propofition. 


Tiere are no Contingent things, properly [ocallea, 


_ It es tmpoffible that,athing be and be not at the fame time, according to the 
fiit Axioms; whence it follows, that every thing has a ceterminace 
being at the time it exifts: bur contingency is faid of things, that 
cen be or not be; thatis, which have nor a determinate exiftence 
stone time or others and confequently contingency is faid of things, 
that are and are not at the fame time, and in the fame refpect, anc 
therefore of a meer nothing. 

Or thus. God knows, or is able to know, every thing by the 
firft definition ; but he muft know them as they ares otherwife Fe 
should not truly know them. Now if he know them as they are, 
it follows that they have a determinate exifterce, and are not pro- 
perly, and in themfelves things that can be, or not be; and there- 
fore there areno contingent things properly fo called, which was to 
be cemonftrated. 


The Second Propofition. 
The determination of future things does not deftroy Humane Liver'y. 


By the fecond Definition, Liberty 2s that Power the Soul has to [x/- 
pend her Fudgment in referenee to true or falfe, and good or evil: bUt this 
Power is not deftroyed by the determination of future thirgss which 
iprovethus. This Power and that Determination have no necef- 
fary connexion with, nor dependence upon one another ; for this 
Power is a faculty of my Soul, and rhat determination is an Act of 
Gods; now things chat are not neceffarily related or oppofire to one 

Gee another, 
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another, do not deftroy each other, and confequently the dete;mi- 
pation of future things does not deftroy Humane Liberty. 

This Argument will hold till ir be demonftrated, that our Liber- 
ty has a neceff.ry dependence on the determination of future things, 
But tho I. am not obliged to prove a negative, yet I fhall propofe 

ereafter fuch conficerations as will almoft amount to demonftrative 

Arguments. It will now fuffice for a farther Uluftration to obferve 
that the determination of future things is concealed from us: Thar 
it is performed by a great number of caufes, moft of which are un- 
knowntous. Whereas we areconfcious to our felves of that Pow- 
er of fufpending our Judgment, and that we experience it to be none 
of the leaft caufes chat determine cur actions 


The Third Propofition. 
The Foreknowledge of God does not deftvoy Humane Liberty 


By the fecond Propcfition the determination of future things does 
not deftroy Humane Liberty: but Gods foreknowlede is not more 
oppofite to that liberty than the determination of future things: 
whichI prove thus. From the fecond Argument of the firft Propo- 
fition, ir follows, that Gods fore-knowledge is the caufe of the de- 


cermination of future things: but if that determination which is the 


effect of God’s fore-knowledge be not contrary to Humane Liber. 
‘ys we have no reafon to believe that the caufe it felf is detru@ive 
of it. 

However left it be objected that I prove a Propofition contefted, 
by another that is not yet fully demonftrated, I argue thus 

By the third Axiom. Two Truths cannot be contraditory to, or deftruft- 
ive of one another. But Gods fore-knowlede is a firft Notion, and 
Humane Liberty a fenfible Truth, of which I am confcious to my 
felf, and by the fecond Axiom a fenfible Truth ts as much a Truth, as 
any Metaphyfical Principle, and therefore God’s Fore-knowledge and 
oe ay Liberty, are not contradictory to, nor deftructive of one 
ahnotner, 

This Argument I confefs, is rather a ftrong proof of our infuffici- 
ency, than a plain folution of the difficulty; but it will prove of a 
very great ufe, fince ic may hinder us from running into thofe dange- 
rous extreams of denying either God's foreknowledge, or the liber- 
ty of men, for it invincibly proves that they are both equally true, 
fo that we may be fure that the contradiction is but apparent: 

Tr 
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{t willhelp to prevent miftakesin this matter, that we free our 
felyves of {ome prejudices. For inftance,to look upon constrained,neceffary 
and determinate, as {ynonymous words, and equally oppofite to free, 
indifferent and oaufele/s. Whereas all things are determin'd, {ince 
according to the coarfe of the Divine Providence, they muft needs 
be at one time or other, or eternaily remain in their future poffibi- 
lity. Many things are zeceffary, as are all the motions of matter, in 
what way foever itbe modified, the aGtions of brutes, and even the 
mechanical aQions of men. The confent we give to evident traths, 
and the love we have for infinite good are allo neceffary ; for tho 
we can act againft our light, and force our inclinations, yet chat 
inward confent and love are no lefsreal. Some few things gre con- 


frrained, as thofethat we do by fear and threatning. On the con- 


rary there is nothing caufelefs, unlefs itbe God, who yet is rhe 
caufe of himfelf, and the principle of all things. Some fei chings 
appear to be indifferent, as are thofe that we do without being mov'd 
by a violent paflion, and whereof we perceive not any fenfible caufe 


or reafon: However it follows not from thence that they 2re alro- 


gether caufele/s, but only that their immediate principle is unknown 

tous. For to affert of any Creature, or action of Creatures, thac 

they have no caufe, is to afcribe them felf-exiftence, the firft and 
10ft incommunicable attribute of God Almighty. | 

I know what the Defenders of the indifferency of Free Will are 
uled to anfwer; namely, that God has endud ovr Will with a 
power of determining it felf without any caufe or reafon. But they 
do not confider, chat inftead of raifing the dignity of maa,they make 
him buta capricious and irrational being, and reprefent God as be- 
ftowing upon him, the moft dangerous Gift that he could impart to 
a Creature of limited perfections. Befides, this their power is both 
incomprehenfible and repugnant to our common fenfe and experi- 
ence. It is incomprehenfible, becaufe it includes, that a rational 
Creature often determines it felf without reafon: but it is much 
more oppofite to our own experience and confcioufnefs. For ex- 
cepting natural actions, which are neceflary, as I have hinted before, 
and fome few things that are not worth examining, and wherein the 
leaft infen&>le objeét that preponderates on the one or the other fide, 
carries our confent, if we attentively reflect upon our other ations, 
we will find that they areall done, either by cuftom, peffion or 
reafon. 

The Language of the wifeft and moft thinking part of men 
ought-ro have undeceived us, and given us a true notion of liberty ; 
for they ufe not tocall free, arath and inconfiderate man, but he 

Ggg2 that 
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that throug! ly examines all things, and fulpends his judgment, till 
he cifcovers fome reafon worthy of his derermination. 

Lets draw from this Doétrin fome Coroaries, that will give it a 
new illuftration. And firft, Liberty does net confift in an indiffercncy to 
action, grant chat the Soul, to fufpend her judgment, muft keep 
the ballance right between the reafons of each partys and that if 
fome degrees of probability make one fide weightier than the crher, 
fhe mutt add to that other the love of truth, and the fear of falling 
into error by a temerary judgment, to make the counterpoife. Thus 
fhe remains in akind of igcjforte, or fu/penfion, which may be 
call’d indifferency. However it follows not from thence, that this 
indifferency is a natural power of the Soul, and the principle of any 
humane attion; but only a ftate wherein fhe puts her felf out of 
love for clear truth and fupreme good, by the power the has receiv'’d 
from God of defpifing all that which hath not, like himfelf, the 
character of evidence and infinity. 

2. Liberty isa virtue of imperfect Rational Creatures, in their ftate of 
trya! a help to the flownefs reafon, a Waiting Maid, if I may ufe 
that expreffion, upon that Queen of the Soul, to hinder that any 
confiderable thing be done in her Miftris’s abfence, and without her 
confent. Thence appears how abfurd they are, who afcribe to God 
the moft perfeét being, a liberty that is akin to ours. This error 
proceeds from the falfe Idez fome men have of Liberty, whom they 
imagin as a power, or rather licentioufnefS of doing whatfoever their 
unruly paffions defire : and as they fet herein their foveraign felicity, 
fo they conceive that God could not be happy without this fan- 
taftical power. But they donot confider, that as he is moft perfect 
and moft wife, he muft always chufe the moft perfect way: and 
that tho a finite underftanding might fometimes be puzzled, to dif- 
cover, among the infinite combinations that can be made of fature 
events, fome reafon to determin himfelf ; yet the all knowing God 
will {till perceive fome difference, that makes one of thefe combi- 
nations preferable to the other. Befides the abfurdity of conceiving 
that the All-wife Being, the Fountain‘of all light and reafon cerer- 
mines himfelf without light and reafon, and by a fort of liberty, thae 
differs but in name from capricioufnefs. 

3. Likerty as capable of increafe and decreafe. This need not, me- 
thinks, to enlarge upon, for tis plainthat the power of fufpending 
our judgment may as well ve improved, as the power of perceiving 
objects, and the difpofition, skill and quicknefs of doing any other 
thing. Ireppearsalfo onthe contrary, that this power may infen- 
fibly impair thro negle&t and difafe: of which we have a too wot! 
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experience in thofe men, that are Children all cheir life ia fpiritual 
patrers, and have fo much accuftomed themfelves to rafh judg- 
ments, and co comply with their paifions, that the leaft objeét car- 
ries their coufent, and determines thein to the moft importane 
actions. 

4. Thence follows that, the wifer mex are, the freer they are, and 
that aslong as we {hall live among corporeal opjects, and in a fen- 
fib'e body, we fhali have occafion of making afe of this libercy, or 
power o° fufpending our jacgment. 

5. This Power if rightly ufed and improved, #& fufficient to perform alt 
our duties, and confidering the ftate of man, and the defign of God, 
of being ferved and beloved by arational, tho fenfible Creature, he 
could not beftow upon us greater gifts, than reafon and liberty are, 
nor better enable us to obey his Precepts, thaa by thefe two facul- 
ties, which, when they were corrupted thro the malice and neglect 
of mankind, he was pleafed toreftore, as far as could be done, to 
their former ftate, by the revelation of his written Laws, 

6.ThisPower does not hinder the effects of Gods decrees,nor of kes fore know- 
ledve, for he knows this power which he himfelf has givea to man, 
and the ufe that every one fhal] make of it. Add to this, that this 
power is nota cafual thing,but a conftant and rational caufe of fome 
certain effects, which ir never fails to produce, according as it is 
cifpofed, neglected or improved. 

>. And laftly, Tho the attions of men are determined, yet what they do 
és not necefjary, for it might have-f{ucceeded otherwife, had they been 
in different cifpofitions; and confequently rafh and wicked men, 
tho they will certainly fin, as long as they do nor refit their evil 
inclinations 5 however they cannot ja(tly complain of the hardnefs 
of their fate, or of the mercy of God, fince they are the fole caufe 
of their ruine. 

However this grand objectica will Rill be urg’d, that wicked men 

annot act otherwife, than they do in the circumftances they are put 
in: for if the infinite wifdom cf God certainly knows, that thefe 
circumftances joyn'd with our inward difpofition, will produce fuch 
end fuch an effeé&t; that effect mult needs follow, and therefore 
their actions areneceflary. To which | anfwer, that the union of 
aj thefe ciscumftances does not amount to an unavoidable neceffiry, 
but only that they fuffice to ground the all-piercing knowledge of 
God, when he is pleafed to rake notice of it, 

For, icmuft be obfrved that power and knowledge, tho nearly 
related together, are neverthelefs difterent: Power cannot be with- 
out knowledge, for fenfelefs matrer has no power at all; ic cannoe 
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nor move it felf, and the motion it receives from another 


actuate 

being, lafieth but prop: tio ably to the degrees of force imprinted 
in chat @ oiion. But tho kaowledge be the principle of ‘power, yet 
I is not always unite ed W ich it: as I may know the eflerce and &- 
mire of x ig particles of Gold, vithoue being able ta m: tke fuch 2 


a 5¢} 


Meta, Thus I conceive chat G< yd may Know the actions of intel- 
ligent | oeings, without concurring tothem any other way, thanasa 
Penerai Ca! ise 5 for [ May ima in that by t! ele ver Ya étiONS | of creating 
thinking {i roftance, of prefent ing it t fey eral obj: &s and ideas , and 
| ‘em with various cegrees of torce to determine 65 
u ; lie may, without any other particular concourfe, know 

' t 7. me 
es, ts an d determinations of this SPirie5 {0 that, if duré 
comy e little chings with great, | would fay that God Knows a ) 
judges sof our actions, as a learned man may do. The only dif. 
rence i that God knows them certainly, where as a finite {pirir, 
how ‘clear-fighted foever he be, can judge of them but by conje ture, 
being ignorant of many circumftances that contribute to our deter 
minations : fo chat he often miftakes. 

I writ chis about a year ago, and tho after that time I might: judge 
preity impartially of my own compofures, and I obferv'd fone 
weals places inthis 5 yet I could find nothing better in following the 

common seesaprgeni I would have afcrib’d it to my own imper- 
feCtion, were it not that other Divines do not explain this myftery 
clearer, or argue more confequen tly. The diftinction beturin 
the anasto and particular knowledge cf God is indeed grounded oa 
ye H. Writ. = is call’d nagSiayid ny He! that knows the hearts, 

im) 24. & 15. 8. the Searcher of the Reins and Hearts, Rev, 2.23, 
compar 'd with Dent, 31,28. Ezek. 11.9, Rom. 8.27. and 1 Cor.2. 
10, the Lord ksows the thoughts of man, Pfal, 94» 12. and 44.21. N¢.- 
ther is there any creature th it es not manifest in hus fignt, but al things are 
naved and opened to the eyes of him with whom we have todo, Rom. 4. 13, 
But how can the moft perfect and omnifcient being - oe induc’d 
{peaking the words, which A@/fes afcribes to the Lord 7 jehova, COD- 
cerning ‘Sodom, Gen. 18.25. 2] will go down now and fee whether she J hau 
done al rogether according to the cry of it, which uw come to me,compard with 
Exod. 3.7» Dent.8.2. Fudge. 3.4- Thefe Phrafes feem to mark 
fome doubr, and that the Ruler of the : world argues aiter the man- 
ner of finite {pirits, or draws conclufions from premifies, Orher 
exprefs a particulgr notice he takes either of good or wicked men, 
and of their actions, Exod. 33.12. Deut. 2.7. Pfal.t.6. 37.18. 
a 29.23. Hof 5. 3.613.595: Amosg9. 8, Nav. 1.7. 2 Tim, 2. 19, 

evel, 2.9, 
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I know what is commonly alledg’d, that thele are figurative ex- 
pi effions, fock ca after the mann . of men, 4s thofe that mention 
the face, the Eyes, the mouth, the arms, the hands, the feet of the 
Lord. Burt whas forces rhefe Gert lemen to u: scerftan d themina 
mnetaphorical fenfe? The rature of the ching, fy they. Right. Ber 
what will chey enfwer tothe 4rians, Socintans d other Hereticks, 
" hen they {hall wreft che paffages which affe rt th he truth of our {2- 

cred myfteries under the fame pretence: for the Doctrins of the H. 
Tig, Incarnation, e&c. feem no lefs wonderful and unaccountable, 
than thofe fuppo! fed Metaphors. 

Moreover if it be plain by che natural light, that the moft perfect 
Being has not properly and by, h imfelf anv body, that he can nei- 
ther want nor defire the knowledge of any thing, and that all Ob- 
jects being prefent to him, he does not take notice of one thing 
more particularly than of another. It appears as clearly that chae 
infinite all, the immenfe Divinity, cannot be included or made fen- 
fisle in any corporeal fi igure, 47. vit. 48, 49, 5 and xvii. 24. com- 
pared with 1 Kings Viet. and Vili, 27. I Chron, XV. 12. and 2 Chron 

xi. 6. Jf. xvi. 1. However, he was the Lord 7ebovah,who appeared 
to Abrabam in an humane (hape, in company of two Angels; for he 
is called the judge of all the Earth, Gen.18, £,2,25. and thisLord Fehovah, 
that was on Earth, rained upon Sodom and Cemwval brimftone and fire 
from the Lord Fehor. 1 out of He. ven. Gen. XX. 24, It was “ Lord 

who Aappe: ired to Aves in the burning buth,who (pake fenfibly wich 
him on the Mountain of Sizai, who guided the Z/(-aelites thr an the 
Vvidel ‘nes, by Day | inaC loud,and by Nizhtin a Column of Fire, 
who ofren checked the [/raelites for their Idolat ry, who converled 
with fofow ay Giaeon, Atano.zhs for his zame or ellexce wis iitcom prentii# 
fble. And yet this fame Lord is called the c ge Redeemer, Have foal, 


Gen, x/zitt, 16. hay An gel of the Lord, the Angel of tie Face, the 

Face ‘ody Lord, t Angel of of the Alliance, Exod. iii. - A, V4 Is. and 
ees a) ; ° . 

X REMI, tes: TofB. Vs 14,9 wae. it. ¥. Vie 22,25. Xili. 2, 55 18. Ta, 63-9, 


Mat ala ich, iii. the name of God, whatever 15 conceived under thar ad Of2- 
ble name 23 in bins, he is cifti: nguithed from other Angels, and; 
mits the ¥ —* Creatures, Exod, xxili.20. and xxxik 35. 


aa 
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pared With xxxiii. 14, fs. Fob, Ve Bt, 
It is therefore both impious and abford to the Soci es to lockon 


pin 


th iS Angel a sa mecr eau ~ , fince ai] the incommuy i} ics 2DiE pro t ti 


oe am { ot i te -<? q ri ps | 
tiesof G 30d, felf- exifte: =" not a luded, < cs ic oleribed 7 to hi ve. Fx itt 


3. 14. Ba it how can the moft perfect and immutad! f Leing be fut. 
ceptible of Change, Receniare. Love, Hatred, Anger, Mercy, 
cy 


ec. Shall we reieét all Metaphyticks, as do fome over zealous Di- 
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vines: But th is would be a forfaking Ol} Natural Reafon, whofe | lizhe 
comes as well | from God, as that of th le Revelatio n, for ‘tis as plain 
thac the molt S om mp! ic and Om nilcent Goce, is not {ub Nec or teri tie 
ons, nor to d degree of knowledge, es that all the right fines diaven 
froin the center tothe circumicrence of a circle are equz). = Nay the 
former fort of ¢ eras 2 are more re certain than the latter, ince thofe ley 
C ON n n nothing but the e idea of the rea! and felf. exiftent being, whereas 


thefe fi uppole the exiiience of bod! igs, W hich is cn! y contingent and 


pofiaie : ; sae 
Tot olve chefe v ra diff cuit cies ai} at. on , I humMoly conceive f. 
‘| hat God feein 4 th at the ¢ politi mand government ¢ of the Worle 


requir da pericct but changeabl = > Rule Ty wh tO Mm igint sro porcicn 
himfelf to the varic ous wants of {iris ; he commit teu over it the 
fou! of the AZe/7: ah, ie mo ft excellence of all Ang gels, the fir ft bern of 
all creatures, cay 2.16 the beir of all things, Hebr. 1. 2. a who he 
bas maae the world, and whatever 1S ii) If, [oh 1.3. 2 Fet, 3.9, 
That the aan of creatures being alt of infinite, as well as 
their actions, powers and wants, there needed an infinite " ifdom to 
eovern and i actuate em; fo chat from the beginni ng of the world, 
rhefoul of the Azefiah was united with the inknite Wild om, the few 
cond Perfon of the H. Trinity; in reference to which he is called 
God, the Son of God, the Angel of the Lord, his wel! beloved, ec. 
{ee sie ally fobn 17.5. 3. That fince Nagy teaches us that 
finite fpirits cannot aét upon bocies without the help of other bo- 
dies, ic’s rational to concluce, that ail Anite {pirits are united with 
‘ome fort of light matter, which, as long as they perfitt in hee 
integrity * id oe dience to God, they can transform into ali forts of 
figures. ind therefore all the Phrafes that cenote any change, 
imperfec tion, pafhon, or corporeity in Ged muft be unde: flood of 
the foul and eth ngs body of the Aze/fiab, or cerive their ori: sina! 
from thence 5 as want or defire of knowledge, love, hatred, anger, 
ine  ¢ eyes, beds Cl. 4. Ali the mirac les, aPt saritions and re- 
velations cf God matt be properly afcri, ydto the Meffiah, becaule 
they are 2 fictions inconliften Ww ith the (in iplicity 3 unmutabilic y 
and 3 min — of God. Perha MS i 15 for that reilon the ¢ al | & ‘O- 
phecies an Bip sgn ce isd fome time i the com ing of the 
Mefjiah, a at there might be an interval betwixe his glori OUuS fate 
ad the lowelt degree a homil iition, to v vhich bis nob!e foul could 
defcend. However he was never brought into thac_ fate of in- 
activity and fi sace, whence humane fouls fee to rife, when t they 
begin ro animate bodies 5 bur w as ever confcious to himfelf of his 
pre exiftence, (Oo fT bich alluce chefe expreflions of his, lam cone 


! 
Aor 
wevsr 


December, 1692. 369 
down from Acaven, from my Father, &c. 6. In reward of this prodi 
gious humility, God beltowed anew upon the 2%/72b the Govern. 
ment of rhe Worldin a more glorious manner than before, increai- 
ing his power with the number of his Subjeéts, and enlarging the 
limics of his Kingdom to the very ends ofthe Earth. P/s/. 2.7, 8, 
compar'd with Ag. 13. 33. Ufa tl. 2) 3,4. Zach. 14.9, Afatt. 28. 
18. Feb. 5.22. till che end of the world, chac he fhall deliver ic 
into the hands of his Father, 1 Coriath. 15. 29. 


Thofe chat fhall cake the trouble to open the Bible, and read the 
paflages quoted, efpecially in the original Tongues, will fee chat this 
hypothefis is not groundlefs. 1 can give at any time more proofs o7 
it, and even thew, that it was the conftant opinion of the moft-an. 
cient Fathers, for which fome pretenders of our age, that mifin- 
Gerftood their meaning, have accafed them to faveur Ariaxi/m. Buc 
Ihave detain’d your Lordthip too long in this time of fo weighry 
occupations 3 I fhall only add,that this fyftem makes a perfect agree- 
ment betwixt the Divine Prefcience and Humane Liberty. 1. Since 
if Chrift be God and man, ’tis plain that he has double a knowledge 
finite and infinite, general and {pecial 5 that he is fuiceptidle of pa- 
tify’"d paffions, as love, hatred, mercy, ec. Hebr. 5:2, 7,8,g. 
2. How vatt foever the {cience of the man Chriff may be, yet it’s 
{till finite, and therefore it putsno more force or neceffity upon our 
actions than the knowledge a learned man hasof them. But Chiift’s 
fore know ledge is certain, becaufe all things are determined, and 
he knows, or may know, their cetermination ; whereas the pre- 
dictions cf the mcft knowing men are naeer conjectures. 

ecentb. 28th. 
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Eflex, ar [uddlen sonrpirs a of Mice in ffex, 327 
Evaveration compar a wit the quantity of the Rain fading ina yeav at Pa- 


ris, 4) ys 6,7 
Exod. xxxiv. 4--28, e. plata’: : 399 
By "iy 
Ex tenhion that it docs not ¢ £0} rf. arte tie alte 10 e of matter, 2lQs Ses - >pice, 
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E“, how long a fafting perfon can live, 382. Atiracnlons F, JFsy thet 
CA; les, 313. 
r afting omen, fee Tayler ana Wig 
rs fi bly m the Ite cof Ely, 326 
I eo hat trey are naturally immortal, 370 that taey Lrow to an inae- 
terminate time ¢ ina bulk, 272 
Flies generated ont of nie. 229 their proaigiows increafe, ibid. See 
Gait. 
Fore-know!edge of God, what it tt, 379. that it acftrovs not humane Li 
berty, 32 
Fruits, how to preferve them 4 while sear, with the. reafens of that conjes 
iture, 54. & foll. 
Fyogs, two forts of them in Hol land; as: Of ervations on the Fi eee of 
Green Frogs, 146 on the Worms hatch dont of them, 147 the iosae ales 
of the blood ai[cover’d in them, 148 


G. 
ew ll. 20, and iV. 19. explain dy 128 


ee | Eguiuecal) that there ss none [uch of animals, 228,229 
Genef. i. 1, 2. explain’d, 68, 69, 74,75, 166. 
Genel. i- g, the fenfe of that paflage, 240 
Genel. i. 16. particularly explaind, 244 
Genet 1. 1-32. explain’d, 333.02 foll. 
Genel. ti. 5, 2. explain'd, 239 
Genel. il. “ 6. cxplain'd, 251 
Genel. it. 17. explain’d, 368 
Genel iii. 7. explain'd, 376 ° 
Genel. ii. 16. explain'd, (369. Ferfet7. expl. 374 
(ene! il. 22,23. explaind, 376 
Genet v & x! 60, 26. explain’d, t4, 
Crenef. vil. .4, 17, 20. explain ay it; a ‘. 
(jenel. 1x. 9,17. explain'd, 246, & foi! 
Genel. ni. 4, 9. explain'd, 207, 
Genel. xu. 16, explain d, ZO} 
Gis fs, it $ Con} ‘ormation, * 4 that tt FS. p ‘yes do mot admit the Lrofs } rarticles ae 
the air, nor even ogori’ rows cor pe: les, 1DIG. 5-4, ry. 
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C “rs ied bait ry how ay [hat al {Y.in! pire ara be repair a ? 314. 
Ginats, aecrterion of a ft Pranz e Crt of Gnats, 255. 

Ga ticks, é e Mytt LEriss, ¢reir original, 439, 

God, a demonstration of eo f Exif eace and Spirstmalsty, 2735 276. 
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Grapes, how they ave preferved a whale inter in France, 56 

Gravity es natural to bodies, ViN & foll. thar they Lravitke Every wire, 
and more in their Elements than aay where elfe, U1 4 

Crowth, the caufe of growth ia Terreftial asad Aquatice, Animals, 373 


H. 
E Aftings (Sa rah) her avonderfal skill in drawing Worms wut of 
men's arms, Face, Kc, 2 223, 255 

Health, that it maybe communicated by Ballawic Svtrits, 119 

Heavens, fee CeleNial Orbs. 

Hebr. vi. 4, 5, 6, explain d, FO, 

Hens andGee/e a: gefe maffive Cryftal, 186 

Hire (Mr. De ja) bis expe riments on the Load{roxe, 25 

minioge 2:—9n What it jiynifys, 72 

Calis 7 Jerufalem, the form of their tops, 162 

Hooper, D. D. ‘ Treatife of traaition commendca, 28 5 

COMM What it fignifies ? 164 

Ha umanity of Chip, poffi bility fi its ommiprefence, 123 that Goa can hawe 
end’ a lis Sonwith a body far exceeding the Sun ia power ana plenty of 
EMANALLONS, oid. that thes Rupendows ailivity w nece||ary to compleat 
t2e happine/s of our Saviour, 124 How he ufes theje emanations, 125 
Why they do not fill adequately the whole univerfe, or replenifh the Earth 
with light? 127 What ws the conrfe of thefe emanations, and bow they are 
Supplyd? 128, 129 

Hyma ufed in the Evening fervice by the fir f? Chriftiaas, 141: 

Hypoftafes. See Perfons. 
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‘Deas, hew they come, and are preferved by the-Sonl, 334. ow and when 
they can be remembred, or not, 325 

Ideas negative, that there are properly none, §%. Pofiive and compleat 
Ideas differenr, 59 

Jdolatry, its rife and progre[s, 206, 227. That it dia not foread as faft as 

‘tis believ'd, ibid. 

FESUS CHRIST, wherein his eloquence and wifdom couffed, 302. 
that he could not be a Decciver, ibid. 203. that no pr ivate corre/pon- 
dence betwixt him and the heads o f the Jews ean be i imagind, ibid. & toll: 
that he coula not of his own ~ give ont kimfelf for the Me fiah, or Fe 
[et mp by his friends, 307, his faft explaind, 313 

Tews, their di/pofition in our Sovisars time, 304 

Ignorance, in what cafe it is invincible and excufable, 339. Several ii- 
frances of fuch an ignorance, 340,341 

Jnrsortality, of the Soul, the chief natural ground for it, 333 
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journals, hod aifficult it 1s to mabe cm, 3. Charaiter and fate of feveral 
fouvvals, 1,2 

jrany incon{ifrent with Geds 24ajefty and Verac LY, 376 

Ii2. XIV. t2, 13, 14. explain’ A, 72 

Canas,bow they were formed; anabow Wild Bealts came thither, t4 

"Y., exergy of that word, 309 

fe be C4 ge — 75 

‘udg. Vile explain'd, 340 

‘age hone of that Planet Accor ding to ILr, New tOn ana Tho.Burner, 
2859, 290 


K. 
EOD Ings xiil. 14, 19, explai:’d, 248 
{ Kings xix, § explain d, 314 ’ 
z Kings iii. 22, 23, Vi. 13, 23, evplained, 340 
Knowledge of God general and particular, 380,381, 386 


I. 
Amy (Be ernat ‘d) A Theorem of his concerning Arithmetical Prozreffi- 
4 ons examina, 267 & foll. rectify, 260 Commendation of that 
Author, 262 
Learning, in what ages of the world it has moft flarifhed ? 299 that it 
prov d the ruine of Idolatry, 300 that it argues the truth of the Chriftian 
Relsgi 10, 301 
Leeux venhoeck (Antl \ODY Van) ax account of him ana his difcower i¢ f, 
ig2, IS3 
Liberty defind, 379 that st does not confift in indifferency, 383 ts proper 
to men, 384. cannot be afcril'dtoGod, ibid. ts capable of variorvs tie- 
grees, ibid. How far it may be improved, 385 
Liberty, that it agrees neither with good nor bad Angels, 281 that irs. 
property of mien, ana diffe rent according to their Variotis conuftitutian, 282 
A farther gab? after it, 283, 284 
ty fevere ! qtefiions alanis it, 89 


Liget 
Livht, that it is canfed by corpe, fales flowing trom the lucid body, 121,122 
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Liaafhone, experiments conce ving it, 254 42 
Locke's opiition abort innate Ideas confused, §7 & fol. 
Longevity of the Antedilavians Fathers, its caufes, 14, anew proof of it,208 
Luciter, Ly what means he feducd the inferiour Spirits, 72,73 

Lucian’s paflage for the H. Trinity, Var 

Lucia boaies, power of their effinviums, 120, 121 

S. Luke, why he relates the 3d Temptatton before the 24, 262 

Lyons, /ee Murthezerss Commendation of the ALagiftrates of that City, 


BB) M 
Acimen, that their foul proceeds accoraing to the falfe relations of bev 
[enfes, and atts rationally in that, 338 whether they remember 
their actions when their fits are over, 342 

Mahomet’s Aforals, Policy and Doétriae, how far different from that of our 
Lerd, 308, 309 

Atariners Needles hanging freely over each others bow many degrees they re- 
move from their oppofite poles, 25, 26, 27 

Marthland, defcription of that Conatry, 325,326 fee Rats. 

Matter, that it is not infinite, 18. the fubtle matter, fo as conceiv d by 
Defcartes, prov'd ameer fiement, 64, Matter naturally folid, unattive 
ana ponacrows, wii. = See Corpuicles, Divifibility, Contiguity. 

Mauitter, that it cannot move it felf demonftrated, 274. Objettions anfwer a, 
275,276 

Matth. iv. 1, 2, & I—og. explain d, 313, 358,& foll. 

Mayerne (Sir Theodore de) an account of him, 227. howhe curda 
man that imagin d to have the Stone, 269 

Mediterranean Sea, that there was none before the flood, 9 

Memoirs for the lagenious, fir? defign of thes Book, 2,332 

Meffiah, that his Soul exifted before the World, 383. bes bumiliation, re- 
ward, Orc. ibid. 389 

Metah, pre-extfPence of bis Soul, 129, See Jefus. . 

Metals, in what their fieams differ froms the effiunviums of living bodies, $5. 
Low they make a Wana tura, $7 

Metaphors, how dangerous it ws te edmit many of 8 in the 

Mice. See Rats, Effex. 

Nirdianicves, why they fled befor Gideon, 340 

Miracles, for whom they were an ii nediate ava convincing pro’, 298. that 


Sacred Writ,387 


their explication requires the kiawledze of Phyfick, 312 
Monks, what made the: Patriarchs [uccef:ful, 329, 310 
Moles, how the CO, ountrymen of France rid their flelas of that Vermin, 328 . 
Motes, Author of the Pentatench, 201,202. Gronnas and certainty ¢ 


bis Hiflory, 205. Objedlions again? it confuted, 206 
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I ii Moles 2 








An Alphabetical Taole 


vate: s Fale ecffati: k, 343 . 
Waticity Ladi 1 vonla be in-poffitle, if the Worla were ixfimsie, 19, 22. Bbe. 
cr po} tole, the: YY orla kei HO Jul ll ana finite, 23, 24 
ft ae PIER 149 the Earth, See Earth. 
Viounl aiAs, i = were form d, 10,164, & fo!l. 
AEWA Evcrzy of this word, 7§,165 
Jdurtberers trac ies out by their effluviam.:, 33-- 26. cofibrlity of the fF 
via &P S e288 
Series, whether fome Myferies and [ub 
fe privaitiv Church, 47, & Fo]}. 138,129 ‘hat gare tie vold- 
vols tothe Guoftics of feigning myfteries, 51. | ‘nether that concealing 
favours the new Dottrines of Kome, 136, Wen that forupy loss els 
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N Lines of places, whether thofe that ave of dutter date thas Moles, prove 

| that he ts not Author of the Pentateuch, 201 

Nebucha cnezzit, that hrs fispprfer: rran(mutation was ony A Maan: 
proved by reafin, 333, & foll. fy the Text, 241,342. What eee ‘ 
madnefs it was, ibid, 

Neceffity acfin d, 379 

Niceflary, wherein it-differs from conftrain’d and determiaAa, 38 3 

Ne op) IY tes, who they were, 48 

News from the Republic of Letters, the fate of teat | journal, 1 

Nei toa (ia J his option concerning the flenre cf the Ler vAGM COME Globe, 


286,287. of Jupicer, 289 

, ? 4) 
Py bit, — f if of él Nua in Flanders ai/coverea, che) 
Net SOU Mer v perfe ae d, 386, 


O. 


O's tve, remarkable — of 1t, 370 
Omniprefenoe of Corifts humane nature, a Philofiphical account of 


148, & foul See Hum anity. 
_ ' 
Oracles of Re -afon, part of that Bock confutea, 200, & foil. 
P 
- 
P trasice (TerreRrial) why Adam was expell’d from it, 376 
Puffions, how asreeable with God, 385 
\. Poni, bow he was converted, 126 
nce che See Mofes. 


He 

Pevfons of the F2. Trinity,how they i be call'd 3, sufinite minds, 175, & foll. 
and whi “i +8: , 183 that i! ey are topeeber 2 Beings and 3 manners of 
being, 176, i7>, & foil. aifpit tes coxceraing the word Perfon among 
the Orthsaoxes, their origina and end, 179, 182 that none of em can be 
Sippos a non enxisient, 27 7 2 Petr 
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2 Petr. 11. 4- explain d, 75 
ey Os “4 eae a omy ' 
Petri} ying vertae of feveral waters,29 Plants, Trees and Ajhes petri A, 
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Pin, ai teicommnon fort of Pin fvallow d, and extratted ont of a1 impofthume 
in toe lets Buttocks 35% that Phenomenon refalv d, 35 4 399 4 Con- 
mon Pin frat d and 4 vtrathed ont i, the Arm above the Elbow, 38% 
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Pont (A Aiton ical) what it w. ava its ai ference from a Payscal Paint 


214,215, 216, 218, 219 
t (Cela) 376 
Pool ia Enelith, pudement of that Book, 358 
Pores of the Sweat, that they are not all fit for tran[piration, 323 
Pollet, that it cannot be determined, whether there are pertons poficit 
with an evil Spirit, diftinét leit their own foul, bcfore the decilion of 
feveral preliminary queftions, 274 Four of thens difcuted, ibid, & foll. 
Proet us ’s Danghters, their madune[s, % 43 
Progrefjions (Avithmetical) the muft difficuit Problem concerning them re- 
‘ulv'd, 260 0, 261, 262 
Pro i der Alpinus quoted, 268, 2&9 
Thyepuysov, the fev/e of that word, 362 


R. 


Ain, that it did not fall on the Earth before the Flood, 250 bow 1 
was made fruitful, 251, 253, fee Evaporation. 
Rainbow, whether it be as a2 wine as the world ? 246, 
have analogy with tie Reeneenente, 247,248 that by nateral canfer i: 
could not appear before the Flood, 250 why it abpears but [eliom, 25 i, 
252, 253 
Rats, their different [pecies, 327 prodigious orecdive, WiC, are food and 
ivholefome fo0a, pid, w ay they cannot thrive in Mariliienc ? 32 20 wh) 
they can live in Ships, ibid, 
Resentration ana Sanctification how they are performi? 126,123 
Religion _—— that it has been the Religion of all the world ditrit 2 
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Rheum, its cane, 323, 324 Tii 2 a 








An Alphabetical Table. 


Rivers, fees Springs. 
Rom. Vi. 16 explata’d, 287 
Rom. vill. 19 23 explaind, 79 
Abveliians, Origin ana fate of their errors, 178 
Salt {pring o ‘ Lunenour g, how founcl ont by a Fog, 108 
Scotch bioniaa teat deceived peopie “anger pretence of extracting the Stone, 
269 
Scripture (LI. ) bow its Phrafes are to be expl on a, 375 


Sea, iva it furrounaed tre Lar tl) bef ove the flood Oliy 13 Low it came to OVEeI- 
- ° ' 
a wy IT. i 32 { OF, 
NCC as- NM) 1). ‘" rd. iy le final “ie fi of [ome “ » 3§$ 35 3 56 
Serpest, whether it its a four footed radbene me before the fin, 247 


Shei lock (Wil.) coxfuted, 61, 62,63 vindicated, 175, & foll, 

Sight d Goa, why it maae the an ‘ees afraid, 78 

Py Sleep, | 209 the foulperceiues Aur Ing the fleep, 3353 336 

Swell, that it’s caufed by corpufcles emaning from the odoriferors body, 122 

Siow, hove many inches of it make up an inch of water, 7 

Socis y Royal of London, their commendation and works, 2 i 
ocinians, their contraa:clions in denying the Immortality of Adam, and the 
 Punifiene: at f of Hell, 368 A lauvful prefamption againft them, their 
method cenfur A, 268, 375, 376 

Socinian their nimoft antiguisy does not reach the age of Pove Victor J, 
143 the beji means to convert them, 173,174 

Souls, that they feem tole Spirits of different orders. 279 

Space, eternal and infinite, 17, 58, & foll. different from matter, ibid, 
penetrable, 24 nai ible, 22,63,62 not figur'd, 23 not mealurable,62z 

Spiders, fy VENOMOUS Spiae ersin Ge (cony, 159 

\pirits, that there are {pirits er fubftances diftint from matter, dewtiza 
ftrated, 274,275 that [pirits (cparated from all matter can att upon 
matter, 276,277 that there are good and bad (pirits,277,278 that 
they are aiftineu fled into different or acr's, 278, 279 bow fara fupericr 
fpirit may (ufpend the operations of an inferior, 280-284 fee Angels, 

Spirits, what Laws Goa gave them at their creation, 7O,%33 were created 
of different orders, 68, 133, 134 before matter, 68, 69,70, I 33 pow 
they might kave afcendcd from a lower toa bigher rank , 7° how many of 

them came to fall, 73, 72,793,974 how they loft in great part their aéli- 

vity and confcionf{nels for a determined time, ibid. haw the vifible world 
was form'd out of their vehicles, condensd into folid and impenetrable 
matter, 75 & folls 

Spirits, wrether theyare figured, 23 

Spring a a nd Rivers, two opinions about their original, 4 their true canfe,lo2 
& fo! Stars, 
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Stars, that they were created before the Earth, but aia not appear till 10° 
4th day, and whi ? 235, 244, 245 

Stones taken out of @ Man's bladder, obfervations upon them, 264, & foil. 
figure and colour of their ol, fale and Caput moituum after adiftillation, 
264, 265 i grige of the weight of the fone with its afhes, 265 the 
nature and canfes of tie Stone, 266, 270, 271 that its formation can 
Scarce be prevented, neither cazit be ‘melted away, when once form'd, 267 
that its utterly danger ous to unde rtithe it, 268 HifPories ‘om Phenomena 
concerning thefe Stones, 269, 279 what maybe the ferment that pro- 
duces them, 271 Stone come ont of the Anus.272 

Strength, infbances of a prodigiozs fr ength, 370 

Swoon, wleilee the Sout bas aity perception durirg a Swoon, 3365 

Syrians, how they were led hae Se umaria éy Elitha the Propher, 


T. 
5 ty (Martha) her ficknefs of xi. years, and faft of five, 385,316 
how fhe recover “4, 317 atteftation of the matter of fail, 318 if- 

ficulties againft it, 320,321 what may be true and acecuntable in it, 322 
a means tobe afjurd of the truthef this relation, 323 

WUD) WAT what it fignifies, 74 

M37 DIAN explain d, 13 

Lemptation of Chrift in what year and month it began, 358,360 9 whether it 
wus real, or in aVifion, 363 thatit lafred but few houis, 362 fee §, 
Luke. 

Terms. two Canons to Sud out the number of Terms in any Arithmeticrl 
Lreffion, 260, 261, 262 

Terveguee Glebe. dea it is not gids Severical, 9. %y icin are its lange 
ejt ana fhorte ft diameters, ibid. 286, 287, See Easth. 

Theodotus of Bizantivm. what mow aki m to fow hes niki *43 
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Tranfpiration (infenfibie) different eccovaine to the variows cowftitnisons of 
men, 186 

T:nfuhfbantiation, no footers of it in Antiquity, 1:6, the be ff acccnust 
of it dses not fave contradiftions, 127 

Tree of Life C, its verti . and is 375 how it might cure wands, 1oid. 

Tree of Know ledg ve O1 f Goo? and Evil , its fect ana ufe, 376 

Trinity, whether thet FT. Ats|te: ‘y WAS puvlick y fangot during sue three firf. 
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